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the only class here from which any distinguished
company could come.

As they have been also the governing class and
as London is the seat of government, London has
been the setting for all social activities of any
importance. There is social life of course in
Edinburgh, and in Birmingham, and in Dublin,
and in Leicester, but Society meets in London.
Society not only comes to London, but must come
to London. There are no rivals, and there is
nothing to call Society anywhere else. The body
from which Society is drawn and the playground
or meeting place in the season are fixed. This
accounts in no small measure for the lack of ad-
vertising and notoriety about social matters here.
In the season there is so much going on, so many
political, social, and other affairs, that it is
physically impossible for the newspapers to dis-
tinguish them all with head-lines and paragraphs,
or to make sensations of them even were that the
* custom. Any one of a dozen functions, all in
one day or nigM in London, would be meat and
drink to the sensational press for columns of
matter^ and days of comment in America.
"When it happens that a horse show, a church
congress, a county cricket match, or a school or
university cricket match, inter-regimental polo
match, a regatta on the Thames, hall a dozen